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          English 9

Romeo & Juliet

Do You Bite Your Thumb at Me, Sir?

Imagine that you are a character from Romeo & Juliet. Using the list of Shakespearean insults, write an insulting letter to another character. Make clear to the recipient why you are writing to him or her. Assume the character’s personality and make yourself “sound” like that character.
Length: 10 quality sentences minimum

You must authenticate your letter by using Shakespeare’s language. Use the list of Shakespearean vocabulary you were given, and also consider including the following:

Pronouns

	SINGULAR PRONOUNS
	PLURAL PRONOUNS

	
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	1st
	2nd
	3rd

	Subject Case
	I
	thou
	he/she/it
	we
	ye
	they

	Object Case
	me
	thee
	him/her/it
	us
	you
	them

	Possessive Noun
	Mine
	Thy/Thine
	His/hers/its
	Ours
	Yours
	theirs


Verbs

Elizabethan verbs simply add an –est, –st, and -th to a verb. 

Other common verbs:

· are – art

· was – wast

· were – wast 

· have – hath

· do – dost

· does – doth

· did – didst

· may - mayst

· will – wilt

· would - wouldst

· can – canst

· shall- shalt, shouldst

Shakespearean Contractions

· 'tis = it is

· ope = open

· o'er = over

· gi' = give

· ne'er = never
· i' = in
· e'er = ever

· oft = often

· a' = he

· e'en = even

Inverted Sentences

Shakespeare often inverted sentences to retain iambic pentameter or to create a rhyme. Consider inverting your sentences so that they do not follow the standard order of:            subject + verb + predicate.
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SHAKESPEAREAN INSULT LETTER
Dear __________________________,
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sincerely,

Character’s Name: ___________________________________
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